President Roosevelt and the New Deal

1. What were the “3 R’s” of all this legislation and what did Roosevelt mean by “the 3 R’s”?

Relief, recovery, reform, banking, industry, farming, moral. 
2. What did Roosevelt want during his first “100 Days” in office?

Try anything, pass anything.  The amount of legislation passed was unprecented either before or since 
	New Deal Legislation

	Purpose
	Ways program achieved its goal

	Farm Security Administration (FSA)

	To tackle poverty in rural parts of the country  
	· Put farmers on corporately owned farms 
· Employed Dorothea Lange to take photographs of farmers’ troubles 
· Provided “direct relief” to farmers in the way of cash payments

	National Industrial Recovery Act
	Stabilize the economy; help more people, purchasing power for customers.

	Price controls, raising wages, workplace standards, 40 hour work week, and no child labor under 16.

	Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
	Provide jobs, lower unemployment, only employed 18-25 year old men

	Parks, forests, soil conservation projects, farm, roads, bridges, camps, trees, fire fighting.
Majority of pay to workers by law had to be sent home to families

	Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA)
	Raise crop prices

	Pay to reduce production, taxed portion of cotton gains, flours mills, “plow under” program, and kill pigs.

	Works Progress Administration
	Employ all types (a million in 7 years)

	Federal writer’s project, fed. Farms project, plays, movies, national youth administration, employment of students  (see online wpa video for visual learning of this program)

	Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)
	Bring jobs to the poorest region in your country

	7 states, 6 dams, opened bridges, soil conservation, electrification of the Tennessee Valley

	Glass Steagall Act
	Fix problems in banking, regulate banking industry

	Made it illegal for banks to invest depositors money in stocks and other investments (this part repealed in the 1990s, leading to of course..the 2008 housing crisis), created the FDIC (insures our deposits), move off gold standard

	Federal Securities Act 
	Regulate and correct problems in stock market

	Created sector to regulate and disclose all stock activity created FTC, requires businesses to provide a 4 times a year annual report to all shareholders

	Social Security Administration
	1935, safety net for elderly and disability 

	65 and up by pay roll, “direct relief”, money comes from SS tax we all pay

	Wagner Act (National Labor Relations Act)
	Support workers in labor unions

	Right to organize and prohibit interfering in union action, 70% favor of union


This is a good “critical thinking” activity to ask kids to try and fill out, partner up, come up with at least 2 ideas for each…THEN review the answers

3. What were some key criticisms President Roosevelt faced with the New Deal?

Not enough assistance for minorities, too much federal government power, paid for with deficit spending (debt) and often the programs were seen as wasteful
4. What did supporters think about The New Deal?  Gave hope to society, jobs, relief money, reformed corrupt and flaws in various industries, while it doesn’t end depression, it shows the power of government to help society and the economy

